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The 10 Chinese Radicals ‘Lego Decoder' Cheat Sheet

Chinese characters are NOT random scribbles. They are modular Lego blocks! 80% of Chinese

characters are phonetic-semantic compounds (22 ). The radical gives the meaning clue,
unlocking 50+ characters at once.

EFAZIRIESNES - MEAREREN | BEE10ESEZLEE - &ZFREE
CRABEELAREZEFRRY -

= AISAREREEEXK (Part 1)
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—=EhJK (Water)

Related to rivers, liquids, fluids & flow

mINVEF 78 (Sea), ¥t (Wash), /& (Thirsty), JR (Tears = water from eye B)

7k KEFFE (Wood/Tree)

Related to plants, trees, forest & timber tools

ZLNEF R (Forest = 3 trees), # (Woods), fK (Rest = person 1 by tree), £ (Table)

L 0= (Mouth)

Related to eating, drinking, vocal sounds & talking

ZbhvE=Z Iz (Eat), 1B (Drink), 1§ (Sing), BY (Call/Shout), f& (Ask = mouth in door F9)

\
'f / ILN 103 / IWFE (Heart/Emotion)

Related to thoughts, feelings, emotions & moods

ZibvEF 18 (Think/Miss), 1R (Happy/Fast), 18 (Fear), 1& (Understand), 12 (Slow)

j: 12 FE (Hand/Action)
Related to hand movements, grabbing, pushing & pulling

ZibhvEF I\ (Grab), ¥# (Push), 38 (Hug), ] (Hit), ¥ (Find), 38 (Clap)
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& S5 ANELEEA (Part 2)
K [ "™ k=% / MBE (Fire/Heat)

Related to heat, burning, cooking & temperature

ZIhEF E (Hot), Y2 (Burn), J& (Roast), & (Boil), 2 (Black soot)

H 5= (Eye/Vision)

Related to seeing, eyes, glances & visual inspection
#ZibhEE & (Look = hand 3 over eye H), & (Blind = lost T vision), #7 (Long for), F&
(Stare)

[

/ 1 === (Speech/Words)

Related to talking, language, discussions & reading

mNEF EFE (Words), 5% (Speak), & (Language), 38 (Read), 55 (Please), &% (Recognize)

- A
B / E &% (Food/Dining)

Related to eating, food items, meals & hunger

ZhEF B (Rice/Meal), 88 (Full), 8 (Hungry), 8% (Biscuit/Pancake), &R (Drink)

- (Roof/Home)

Related to houses, shelters, indoor spaces & protection

ZLEF &K (Home = pig XK under roof), & (Safe = woman X under roof), Z (Room)

A 30 XEIFH/IVEFREEL (The Radical Detective Game)

How to practice with your child in 3 minutes a day:

1. BEEFRE B EBESE:

Cover the right half of the character. Ask: 'What radical Lego block is this? Is it liquid, emotion, or
action?'

2. BHEBFINMTFNE

Reveal the full character! Example: ' ; ' (water) + 'B' (eye) = 'R’ (tears)! Kids instantly remember
visual stories.

3. E4EFEID20%E !



